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EDITOR'S NOTE: J . Millard Smith served as
the sixth president of Memphis State
University. A 1929 graduate of MSU, he was
the first alumus to become president. What
follows is a taped discussion with Mr. Smith
recounting his years as president and the
accomplishments of his administration. Th e
transcription of this candid conversation and
several other recorded interviews with retired
MSU faculty members .will comprise one
exhibit in the University's new Columns
Gallery museum, to be opened th is fall and
located on the second floor of the
Administration Building .
Mr. Smith served as president of MSU until
1960 when he was named regional
representative of the U.S. Office of Education,
stationed in Atlanta . Born March 10, 1895, in
McNairy County, Tenn. , he received his
master's degree in 1930 from George
Peabody College in Nashville . He wa s dean of
Memphis State from 1933-37, Tennessee
Commissioner of Education in 1938 and again
in 1949-50, and president of the Tenessee
Polytechnic Institute (now Tennessee
Technological University in Cookeville) from
1938-40. He was director of instruction for the
Memphis City School System in 1940 and left
that position to become president.
The following edited interview, conducted
June 18 by THE COLUMNS editor Susan
Crawford in the BO-year-old former president's
Memphis home, begins with his account of
the developments surrounding MSU's drive to
gain university status in 1957.

THE COLUMNS STAFF:
Editor:
Susan Crawford
Artists :
Kay Parish
Lisa Scheinberg
Photography :
MSU Photo Services
ALUMNI STAFF:
Director of Alumni Affairs :
Ben E. Carter (70)
Coordinator of Alumni Field
Services:
Linda Bigger (73)

Memphis State University Alumni Association Magazine
Volume IX, Number 1, September, 1975

The Smith Years: 1946-60, 1
It was 1957. Olin Atkins defeated Herbie O 'Mell
for the position of Student Government
Association president, Sarah Hammer was
Homcoming queen and Coach Bob Vanatta's
Tiger basketball squad played in the NIT. Alpha
Gamma Delta took sorority honors in All-Sing and
Preston " Buzz" Ford directed Kappa Alpha to frat
honors. But even more significant, Memphis
State College became Memphis State University.
J. Milliard Smith discusses events surrounding
Memphis State 's drive to gain university status
and his years as MSU president.

Director of Division of University
Community Relations :
Charles F. Holmes ('57)
1975-76 OFFICERS AND BOARD
OF DIRECTORS MSU ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION:
President:
James A. Had ley, Jr. ('52)
President-Elect:
George E. Crone ('58)
First Vice President :
H.P. Heffernan ('63)
Secon(I Vice President

Mrs. Jeanne Myers Fisher ('58)

Secretary :
C. Cleveland Drennon ('54)
Treasurer:
David L. Berry ('58)
Board of Directors:
Ernest Abron ('63)
Diane Banks (7 1)
Gary Barkley ("58)
George E. Blancett ("63)
Capt . Denver Bowman ('59)
Barbara Brown (72)
Charles T. Clark ('66)
Leonard Cooley ("52)
Mel vin D. Cooper ('7 1)
Mary Craig (70)
Perry L. Dannelley ('61)
Charles Fishe r Jr. ("57)
Ken Gilmer ('72)
Dr . Joe Gorham ('57)
Sylvia J. Halmon ('72)
Lee Harrell ("66)
Donnelley J. Hill ('65)
Alta Lane ('70)
Jane Latimer ('52)
Dr. George Knapp ('58)
Gus Mahan ('68)
Billy Majors ('58)
Harvey F. Maxwell ('46 )
Joe Morton ('60)
Richard P Mccully ('65)
Bill McKinney ('69)
John S. Patton (UMS )
Dr. John J. Pepin ('62)
Allie Prescott ('69)
Richard A. Rhoads ('59)
Robert Sanford ('62)
W. Thomas Schmitz ('69)
Dr. W . Byron Smith ('62)
William Sparks ('65)
John Tackett ('58)
Joe Taylor ('51)
Mrs. Janet Virgin ('69)
Tom Wallace ('68)
Mary Agnes Welsh ('70)
Mary Martha Whalen (72)
Lou is D. Wheatley ('57)
Dwight Williams ('62)
Dr . Robert R. You ng, Jr. ('58)
Johnny Younghanse ("49)

Leisure-Time Reading, 8
Read a good book lately? That's the question
THE COLUMNS put recently to several profs and
administrators at Memphis State. As you might
suspect, their answers varied . Take a look, you
might find someth ing to stir your curiosity.

President Jack Smith and his late wife, the former Linda
Dunn, pose for a 1955 yearbook picture.

THE SMITH YEARS
1946° 60
0

Football, 6
It's that time of the year again, and Memphis
State's new head football Coach Richard
Williamson says its the year of the veer. The
Tigers have a tough schedule ahead of them
which includes an Auburn road trip and home
dates with Southern Mississippi, Louisville and
Houston.

Campus News, 4
Continuing Education, 1O
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"When this effort to become a university
crystalized, we first thought that the best idea was to
affiliate with the University of Tennessee , and
become a branch of the University of Tennessee .
That's what we first tried to do and almost
succeeded . It just lacked one vote in the Senate. If
the legislature had approved that legislation, there
wouldn 't have been any other university in the state
except the University of Tennessee. "
HAD MEMPHIS STATE BECOME A BRANCH OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE , WITH THE
MEDICAL UNITS ALREADY HERE, DO YOU
SUPPOSE THE MAIN CAMPUS WOULD HAVE
BEEN MOVED TO MEMPHIS?
" It might have. It could have worked either way."
WAS THAT ONE OF THE REASONS THE
LEGISLATION WAS DEFEATED?
" No . . . well . . . it was defeated largely because of
the old coach up there. The football coach up there .
The University of Tennessee has had wonderful

football teams all these years and he (the coach)
was afraid that if we became a part of the University
of Tennessee and demanded football expenses and
team and expenditures like the university did, we
would be in competition with the main campus at
Knoxville. He had so much following over the state
that he was able to whip us down. "
WERE THERE NOT SEVERAL ATTEMPTS TO
GAIN UNIVERSITY STATUS?
"That was the first one . That was 1952. "
WHEN WAS THE NEXT ATTEMPT?
" We didn 't introduce another bill until we finally got
the Governor (Clement) committed in 1957, when
we got university status. "
WHAT WAS MEMPHIS STATE 'S STRATEGY IN
GAINING UNIVERSITY STATUS? DIDN'T YOU
HAVE POST CARD AND TELEPHONE
CAMPAIGNS AND PETITIONS?
" Yes, we appointed a committee of students to
work with us on it and they went all over the state, as
(co ntinued next page)

Dignitaries present when Memphis State College officially
became Memphis State University were (left to right,
seated) the late Francis Andrews, the late Gov . Frank
Clement and President Smith, and (left to right, standing)
the late Gov. Buford Ellington, the late Damon Headden,
Gerald Murley, William S. Cobb, the late Doyle
Blackwood, J. Weldon Burrow, James L. Bomar, William
Van Hersh, the late Jarred Maddox, J. Alan Hanover, Mrs .
Frank C. Scott, John Dozier, Ross Dyer, Tom P. Mitchell,
James J. Bertucci, the late Jesse Vineyard, Lawrence
Hughes and Kenneth Woods.

Andy Holt (left) , formerly president of the University of
Tennessee system, and President Smith are no doubt
discussing Memphis State ·s efforts to become a branch of
the University of Tenn essee in this 1951 picture.
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of course I did and Dr. (Cecil C.) Humphreys did . Dr.
Humphreys was my assistant at that time, and he
became very active in it. Became very influential, as
he would because he 's that dynamic.
HOW DID YOU FINALLY LEARN THAT
MEMPHIS STATE HAD GAINED UNIVERSITY
STATUS?
" Well , the final strategy was this. You see we were
under a State Board of Education in which there
were five other colleges that had the same status
that we did - East Tennessee at Johnson City,
Middle Tennessee at Murfreesboro, Cookeville,
Clarksville and the black school in Nashville. Of
course they were not too enthusiastic about us
becoming a university, unless they could also . The
legislature wasn 't going to give university status to all
of us. So we handled it on the fact that we were a
large city, had such a huge percentage of the
population of the state and deserved to be a center
for a university.
" Finally, Dr. Humphreys and I were in Nashville.
The legislature was in session, and we were
button-holing everybody we could get hold of to be
for us. We had the bill introduced. I had gone to my
room that night and he came upstairs about 10:30 or
11 o'clock and he had this idea. He'd picked it up
from some of the advisers. I was to get the
pres~dents from the other colleges to agree to us
becoming a university and they would not request
one. We believed, everybody believed, the Governor
would approve this, and that's what I went about then
the next day.
One by one, I got them to agree to it, and then we
all went to the Governor's office. "
WHAT DID YOU SAY TO THE OTHER
PRESIDENTS TO GET THEM TO AGREE?
" I_said, 'You know good and well they're not going
to give everybody university status.' I didn't say so
but I intimated, 'Let us get it first and then maybe
you 'll get it later.' I didn't make that statement, but I
intimated it. "
SO THEN YOU ALL WENT TO THE
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE :
" All went to the Governor's office. The Governor
polled everyone of them , 'Will you agree for Jack
Smith's school to become a university and you not
ask for it?' Everyone of them said they would . So that
was really the strategy ; that really pulled the trick . We
got the permission , approval I'd say, of all the other
college presidents in the state for us to become
recognized as a university."
YOU BECAME PRESIDENT IN 1946, RIGHT
AFTER WORLD WAR II. WASN'T THE
ENROLLMENT DOWN TO SOMETHING LIKE 200
OR300THEN?
" It was the year before and we expected about
1,000 students that fall because a lot of Gl's were
coming back . Instead of 1,000 we had 1,500. I had to
stop registration and organize new classes and
schedules when they all poured out there. And the
teachers were so wonderful. Dr. (Heber) Rumble , for
instance, taught eight classes for a while until we

In 1947 President Smith welcomed Memphis State 's first
and only Miss America -now Mrs . Barbara Walker
Hummel-back to the campus.

could find teachers. We couldn 't find teachers. We
couldn't find textboks. We were in bad shape, but we
got by."
WASN 'T THIS ABOUT THE TIME THE OLD
VETS VILLAGE WAS ESTABLISHED?
" Let me tell you about that. When I came out here
Dr. (Jennings) Sanders had started negotiations fo~
the material. They were Army barracks and I
completed that negotiation and brought in 25
barracks and built them up and down that street.''
ON VETERANS AVENUE ? WHERE THE
MEEMAN JOURNALISM BUILDING IS LOCATED
NOW?
"That's it. I put 25 barracks down that street and
each building had three or four apartments, and
accommodated 75 families of Gl's. They were given
to us, but we had to install them . There are two or
three buildings up there that I am very proud of the
way we handled them . They're little build ings, but
they were important to us at the time. Johnson
Hall . .. have you ever heard that story?
I DON'T THINK SO.
" Dr. R. W . Johnson, a member of the faculty,
made a lot of money as a teacher by building houses
after the War and selling them . He conceived the
idea one time, and talked to me , that he'd like to give
some money to the school. I got him to give the total
amount of salary that he had earned as a teacher at
Memphis State College and I matched* it and we
built Johnson Hall. He came here about 1927. He
gave me every cent that he had ever earned as a
teacher, which amounted to about $100,000 .
*Editor's Note: When Mr. Smith speaks of "matc hing "
money for dormitories, he is referring to State funds.

" Back then the highest salary anybody ever got
was $4,000 or $5,000 (a year) . Didn 't make much
money back then. It vvas a pretty good salary for
those days, but you can't compare it now. I never
made over $10,000 . That's what they were paying
me when I retired.
WHAT WAS YOU R SALARY WHEN YOU
STARTED?
" It was $5,000 and that was a good job back in
those days.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO TALK ABOUT
INTEGRATION IN 1959?
" I avoided it. I was in court from 1954 until I left.
Every year. "
WHY DID YOU OPPOSE IT SO MUCH?
" Well, in the first place, you don 't remember it I
guess, _but we had had terrible riots at the University
of M1ss1ss1pp1 , the University of Alabama and Little
Rock. All over the place when they did integrate . And
I cou l_d see us just having a knock down , drag out
here In Memphis with so many blacks. And, of
course , the state regulations prohibited and state
emphatically in the catalog and in law that it was
strictly for whites. It was printed. I opposed it
because I knew I cou ldn't handle it. I didn't think I
could . I gave tests, you know, and as far as I know, R.
P. Clark never varied in the scoring of those tests.
But they (the blacks) just couldn 't pass them . I
wouldn 't admit anybody, whites or blacks, that
couldn 't pass that test. The GED test.''
l'M SURE THAT AT THAT TIME , NOT ONLY DID
YOU RESIST INTEGRATION , BUT A LOT OF
PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY ALSO RESISTED
IT. WAS THERE A LOT OF PRESSURE ON YOU
AT THAT TIME?
"Oh , yes. I had people call me and tell me I ought
to resign before I take them . You 'd be surprised. I
could quote you names. "
(continued page 15)
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CAMPUS
NE:WS
VA Awards $500,000 Grant
Grant funds totaling more than $500,000 will be
awarded to Memphis State University by the
Veterans Administration, MSU vice president for
academic affairs Dr. Jerry N. Boone announced
recently.
"The money will be used by the Memphis Speech
and Hearing Center in a new program of speech
therapy and occupational training for patients at the
Memphis VA Hospital, " Boone said .
"Our graduate students in audiology and speech
pathology will administer speech therapy and
counseling to veterans at the hospital, " he said. " The
sessions will also provide on-the-job training in
speech therapy for veterans who want to develop
those occupational skills.
" It is a unique program of service to veterans that
will also enhance the professional experience of our
graduate training in audiology and speech
pathology."
John B. Byrd, director of the Memphis VA Hospital,
notified MSU that the grant had been approved with
funds made available July 1.
Direct costs du ring the first 12 months of the
project will be $83,023, with indirect costs bringing
the first year's total funding to $111 ,248. Total direct
costs and estimated indirect costs for the seven-year
period of the grant equal $585,000.
In addition to providing broader services to
veterans, the project is expected to develop
improved clinical services for aphasic adults in the
Memphis and Shelby County area.

Berry To Head Tenth Fund
David L. Berry, senior
vice president of First
National Bank of
Memphis, has been
appointed national
chairman of the 1975-76
Tenth Annual Fund. He
served as national
chairman last year, when
$210,772 .90 was
contributed by 1,674
alumni and friends.
Berry, a 1957 alumnus, is in charge of the Branch
Operations' Division at First National. He is a
member of Greater Memphis State Inc., and a
former officer of the Tiger Rebounders, basketball
support group.
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Memphis is among five finalist cities under
consideration to participate in a national research
study on the reorganization of metropolitan
government.
A site team from the National Academy of Public
Administration (NAPA), under contract with the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), visited the city July 28 - August 1.
·
According to Dr. Alan R. Thoeny, director of
Memphis State University's institute of
governmental studies and research, the team
reviewed the entire operation and services of
Memphis and Shelby County government.
Thoeny, whose research proposal first brought
Memphis to the attention of NAPA and HUD, said the
site team was here to verify the proposal's
description of Memphis' efforts to deal with major
public issues.
Areas reviewed included the economy, past
attempts to reform or modernize local government,
annexation, attitudes of local elected officials toward
government reorganization and the availability of
research support.
The review included meetings with Mayor Wyeth
Chandler, members of the Memphis City Council,
elected and appointed Shelby County officials, state
legislators, members of key business organizations,
MSU President Billy M. Jones, and other local civic
and political leaders.
" In the event that Memphis is chosen for the
study," said Thoeny, "NAPA and HUD will provide

Government Offices
Exhibit Paintings Of
Students, Faculty Members

Crawford to Compile Pictorial History of Memphis
A search has begun for old photographs,
paintings, sketches and maps for a book on
Memphis history and development prior to 1950.
E. A. Seema,:, Publishing Inc. of Miami, Fla., has
contracted with Dr. Charles W. Crawford, director of
Memphis State University's department of oral
history, to compile a pictorial history of Memphis to
be entitled "Yesterday's Memphis."
The publisher has brought out similar histories for
Atlanta, Miami, Denver, Detroit, Cape Cod and St.
Petersburg .
The Memphis book will feature photographs of
historic people, places and activities before 1950
with written text explaining each. It is scheduled to be
published March, 1976.
" Memphis is really overdue for recognition of this
type," said Crawford. " The city has a rich and

Memphis Considered For National Government Study

interesting history which many Americans find
intriguing.
"This company's interest in Memphis is indicative
of the 'growing up' that Memphis has experienced
over the years. To illustrate this growth, we need the
cooperation of all persons who have photographs of
the area, its people and certain events that have
made Memphis the great city it is," Crawford said.
Clear, identifiable and, preferably, action pictures
are needed for this book. Old maps, sketches and
paintings can also be reproduced for use in the
history.
Citizens, church and civic groups that have such
items and would like to see them in print may contact
Crawford by calling 454-2524, or by writing to the
MSU department of oral history, room 146, Mitchell
Hall, Memphis State University, Memphis, Tenn.
38152 .

The once-bare walls in Governor Ray Blanton's
and Congressman Harold Ford's offices in the
Federal Building in Memphis are now brightened by
paintings by Memphis State University art students
and faculty members.
One of the faculty contributors, Richard Knowles,
associate professor of art and well-known Mid-South
artist, said, " MSU is a state university, and we felt
that the requests from Gov. Blanton and
Congressman Ford for displays of our art were not
only honors, but also very appropriate gestures."
In addition to Knowles, Wayne Simkins, instructor
of art ; William B. Stephens, associate professor; and
Harris Sorrelle, professor of art, have contributed
some of their works for the extended loans to
Blanton 's and Ford's offices.
MSU students whose works are on display in the
offices are Lois Tragarz, Steve Dodd, Cindy Lee,
Eun Kim, Arnold Steele, Bill Luton , Gwen Hodges,
Nancy Paschall , Robin Arnold , and Nena Kitchings.

$100,000 in research support funding . This will be
supplemented by at least $50,000 in local funds to
pay for direct costs.
" The work of the study would be conducted over
an 18-month period by a panel of local officials and
citizens, with NAPA acting in an advisory capacity. "
The study will be conducted in two of the five
finalist cities. The other four cities under
consideration are Seattle, Wash.; Portland, Ore. ;
Denver, Colo .; and Trenton, N.J.
Final selection will be made by Oct. 1.

New MSU Press Book
Traces Development
Of Black Religion
The first book to document the development of
black religion in an urban center in the United States
has been published by Memphis State University
Press.
" Black Pastors and Leaders: The Memphis
Clergy, 1819-1972" was written by Dr. David M.
Tucker, associate professor of history at Memphis
State.
Presented in the 154-page book are intense
biographical s~etches portraying individual pastors'
struggles with racism, competition and conflict with
black secret societies, political action and inactivity,
and reaction to the developing black theology.
"Black Pastors and Leaders" traces this history
from Harry Lawrence, a Negro Methodist who
served as the Memphis community's first local
preacher, through the Rev. James M. Lawson Jr.,
who addressed 9,000 Memphians following the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King .
"As one of America's major black population
centers, Memphis was an ideal location for
researching the book," Tucker said.
" Before I became involved in this study, I had not
been aware that two major denominations - both
the Church of God in Christ and the Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church-were started in West
Tennessee . No other city in the United States has
founded two denominations. "
It was during the research of his first book,
" Lieutenant Lee of Beale Street," that Tucker
became interested in the role of the black religious
leader in the Memphis community.
" I had heard the old traditional story of black
preachers as community leaders, but I discovered
that at certain times, this wasn 't necessarily true . For
example, during the Civil War, their main concern
was in building their congregations, not in political
involvement, " Tucker said.
Tucker, who came to Memphis State in 1965,
received a bachelor of arts degree from the College
of the Ozarks in 1959, a master of arts degree from
Oklahoma State University in 1961 and a doctorate
from the University of Iowa in 1965.
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By Bill Davidson
This is the year of the veer and Coach Richard
William son plans to give it the old college try. Of
course , he'd be more optimistic provided any of his
quarterbacks had actual game experience using it,
but coming into his first season as Tiger head coach ,
Williamson exudes an air of quiet confidence.
A lot depends on how well Kippy Brown and Dan
Allison , both sophomores, respond to new assistant
Jimmye Laycock's coaching. Kippy has the
advantage of high school experience using the veer
and , as quarterback of the scout team the past
season , simulated some of the better veer
quarterbacks the Tigers faced.
When Williamson stepped in this past January, he
formed a staff in a hurry, retaining Kim Floyd, Don
Denning, Murray Armstrong and Pete Mitchell and
hiring Charlie Donaldson as defensive coordinator,
Larry Van Der Heyden as offensive coordinator, and
Chuck Dicus (All American from Arkansas) and
Laycock to coach the backs . This summer he added
another back coach , Jirri Ragland, and hired Ricky
Kale for recruiting .
Williamson , with 12 years experience as an
assistant coach at Alabama and Arkansas, admits
his Tigers will have to develop fast to survive the
rigors of a season that starts with Mississippi State at
home, then meets the mighty Tigers of Auburn the
following Saturday.
" Frankly , I don 't know exactly how we stand. Many
of the newcomers were recruited before I got here, "
Williamson said.
Another fact that concerns the new coach is the
rash of injuries that plagued spring practice. For
instance , last season starters Terdell Middleton and
Reuben Gibson weren 't running at full speed and

1975 TIGER FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT
Sept. 6 MISSISSIPPI STATE
13 atAuburn
20 at Cincinnati
27 ARKANSAS STATE
Oct. 4
NORTH TEXAS STATE
11 SOUTHERN
MISSISSIPPI
18 LOUISVILLE
25 atTulsa
Nov. 1 at Wichita State

8 at Florida State
15 HOUSTON

TIME

7:30p.m.
1:30p.m.
7:30p.m.
7:30p.m.
7:30p.m.
7:30p.rn.
7:30p.m.
1:30p.m.
1:30p.m.
7:30p.m.
7:30p.m.

All home games (capitalized) will be played
at Memphis Memorial Stadium.

missed a lot of practice. That left Zacky Butler and
Jay Verna as the top backs. To bolster the corps,
Williamson has moved Eddie Hightower over from
the defense .
James Thompson will be missed at wide receiver,
but Chester Harris and Wayne Dowdle are
competent and Keith Wright will again show his
versatility by handling the kick-offs and punt returns.
The offensive line is going to need some help from
the freshmen. Hank Dombrowski is being shifted
from guard to tackle and letterman Mike Ridings is
set at the other tackle position. Center Bob Rush and
Bob Blackmon at one guard position are the starters,
but there's not too much depth behind them .
Tight end is in experienced hands. Both Mike
Fuhrman and Jeff Roach are seniors , but the coach
hopes for some new talent to play behind them .
Williamson considers the kicking game almost as
important as being able to move the ball. Both Bobby
Williams and Virgil Pearcy are dependable and
experienced punters.
The defensive game looks sound . Nine out of
eleven starters are returning . Big Eary Jones, Ken
Niemaseck and David Ligon anchor the inside ;
Lum my Wright and Greg Gore take care of the ends ;
and the depth behind them looks good to
Williamson.
He admits that he would like another top
linebacker who can measure up with starters Jerry
Dandridge, Steve King and Keith Butler.
The secondary will miss Ed Taylor and Ray
Wallace , but Keith Simpson, Sugar Luellyn , Eric
Harris, Keith Simpson , Jimmy Lackie and Jim
Mincey are veteran performers. The last two will
alternate at free safety, as will Marty Hammock and
Steve Berrong at strong safety. Williamson says he
could use one or two more men who can swing
positions.
When asked to sum up his views on his 1975
Tigers, Williamson commented, " The schedule
starts strong and continues that way. We had just
about three wee~s of practice before the first game
to find out all the things we couldn 't learn from spring
practice. I haven 't seen some of the men who were
injured this spring , so we 'll just have to hope that we
get it together in a hurry. Our main problem areas
this season are the lack of an experienced veer ·
quarterback and the lack of depth in the offensive
line.
" However, the defense will be tough this year, with
depth and strength in every position . I just wish the
secondary could have looked at more passing this
spring, but we had to concentrate on the running
attack, " Williamson said .
" If we can find the right quarterback and a few
people to fill in the line , then we will be in good
shape, " he added .

TIGER PERSONNEL AT A GLANCE

OFFENSE
CENTER - Two return ing lettermen : Bob
Rush & Pau 1 Savini . No key losses . New faces :
Tim Stallings & Mike Zdancewicz.
GUARDS- Two returning lettermen : Bob
Blackmon & Glenn Whiteman . Two key losses :
John Erickson & Tony Marchetti. New faces :
Glen Snodgrass, Ken Carlton , Randy Nickell &
Eddie Sigman .
TACKLES- Three returning lettermen : Hank
Dombrowski , Mike Ridings & Rick Eccles .
Three key losses : Ken Trocki , Jim Goate &
Doug Corder. New fac es, Backup: Bob Howard ,
Bennie Tillman , Eddie Goodwin & Bob Jordan.
TIGHT ENDS- Two returning lettermen: Mike
Fuhrman & Jeff Roach. No key losses. Many
new faces.
WIDE RECEIVERS - Three returning
lettermen : Keith Wright, Wayne Dowdle &
Chester Harris. Two key losses : James
Thompson & Bobby Ward. New faces : Tim
Maitre, Perry King & John Alred.
QUARTERBACK- No returning lettermen.
Three key losses : David Fowler, Mike Robb &
Joe Bruner. New faces : Kippy Brown, Dan
Allison & Bruce Hilton.
RUNNING BACKS-Four returning lettermen :
Terdell Middleton , Reuben Gibson , Zacky
Butler & Jay Verna. No key losses . New faces:
Nelson Hunt, Anthony Oggs, Richard Houston
& Curtis Stephens .

DEFENSE
ENDS- Five returning lettermen : Lummy
Wright, Greg Gore , Ricky Pannell , Richard
O'Bryant & Steve Cacciola. One key loss: Van
Anderson. Backup: John Register.
TACKLES - Four returning lettermen : Eary
Jones, Ken Niemaseck, Steve Blume & Joe
Puzin . No key losses . Backup: Don Carroll &
Bud Sipfle.
NOSE GUARD - Two returning lettermen:
David Ligon & Sam Hurst. No key losses.
Backup : Dennis Meyers.
LINEBACKERS - Four returning lettermen:
Jerry Dandridge , Keith Butler, Steve King &
Mark Allison . One key loss : Steve McCarty.
Backup : Kyle Hilliard , Warren Johnson & Rusty
McClure.
SECONDARY - Eight returning lettermen:
Eric Harris, Marty Hammock, Jimmy Lackie,
Jim Mincey, Sugar Leuellyn , Eddie Hightower
Keith Simpson & Ron Sheppard . Two key lose~:
Ray Wallace & Ed Taylor. Backup: Steve
Berrong , Duke Pylant, Bob Orians & Domonic
Luchessi .
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Dr. Tom Ferguson
Professor of Music and Direc tor o f Bands
" STRICTLY SPEAKING"
By Edwin Newman
''At times a hilarious book. Deals w ith our
trite, careless use of the English language
and the overuse of cliches. All done in excel''lenttaste and good humor by the very articulate author."

Visit the office of a member of the MSU faculty or administrative staff and you'll no
doubt find yourself surrounded by books.
THE COLUMNS became interested recently
in exactly what kinds of books are being read
" by our distinguished educators, so we polled
them. The responses were quite varied, as
you migtJt suspect
Many books related to the prof's professional area. We found our history teachers
reading up on the Civil War, and education
instructors getting fresh ideas on the education of the gifted child. However, we found
also that most of these people read because
of a well-trained sense of professional
curiosity, a love of knowledge.
So read on, reader. You may find something to stir your curiosity.

1

" CHARIOTS OF THE GODS"
By Eric Von Danekin
it " A perfect example of the improper use of

I;~~:~~~:i:f:tt~;~:~:.~~:~.;
!>Poorly written and correlated."
. . " SUMMER OF THE RED WOLF"
. By Moris L. West
f " A city boy who is having problems is adi+ vlsed tq go to a strange 'Country to seek
,p peace and solitude. He finds love and mur, der instead. Conventional story theme
which is very well written."

Betty Hill
Assistant Professor of Foundations of Education
'' FEAR OF FLYING"
By Erica Jong
" A young wife of a psychiatrist who accompanies her husband to a medical convention
in Europe, turns her mind to erotic fantasies
overcome her fear of flying. She reminisces her life and family influence and
gives graphic descriptions of her sexual encounters."

Dr. William Osborne
Chairman of the Department of English
" HERE AT THE NEW YORKER"
By Brendan Gill

r

" Some of the best English prose being writ•
ten today resides in the ' New Yorker'
magazine, and Gill 's book is a splendid account of the people who made the magazine
what it is. On page after page, what comes
through powerfully is the awe with which the
' New Yorker' people hold the English Ian.:.
guage. Brendan Gill's brilliance as a writer is •
equal to his subject."

" ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL"
By James Herriot
?1

" Here is human nature at its positive best!!!
The author writes entertainingly and sympathetically about his experiences as a veterinarian in England . His descriptions make
; the characters understandable and their
struggles vivid and heartwarming. I had a
hard time putting the book down, and I'm
looking forward to the sequel."

j

1
1
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j
~

·

.D r, flobert E. Magowan
Pro;fessor of Engineering Technology

Dr. Alicia C. Ti/fey
Acting Dean for Graduate Studies

8

Dr. T. D. Shockley
Chairm~(1 of the Department of El89trical
Engineering
...

l

''A QUEST FOR VITALITY IN RELIGION"
13y . findley B. Edge .
•.
· ·•·
" lnithis highly sophisticated work, Dr. Edge
maintains that vitality in religion has been
low because many church members have a
superficial concept of salvation and Christianjfr. According to Dr. Edge, salvation is a
relationshipwith God that must be continually maintained it one is to be effective in today's world Y
''THE SECON.D TOUCH"
By Keith Miller
" Mr. Miller describes how he and other
Christians experienced ·a second touch, or
If a renewed Christian lite. In this book, which
ls rather easy reading, he shares his experi• ences and ideas to help other struggling
Christians experience this ' newness' of
& IifEl;r/~ ''"'"
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CE:NTE:R TO CE:NTR~LIZE: INFO
By Gloria Trotter
Part-time adult students at Memphis State have
their own special place and special friend this fall as
the Adult Resource Center begins operation.
The Adult Resource Center, operated through the
Office of Public Service and Continuing Education, is
under the direction of Ted Weber. The Center's
opening is the result of several months' planning and
is designed to centralize information services for the
continuing education program .
Many of the center's goals are long-range.
Ultimately, Weber and his staff hope to serve as a
general information center for part-time continuing
education students, maintain a library of programs
offered at other area institutions, develop re-entry
programs for new adult students, offer career
seminars, work with the business community in their

Ted Weber

Nancy Lee

educational programs, and go out into the city to
inform the public of opportunities in continuing
education.
Obviously, this ambitious program will be carried
out in practical stages as time, money and staff
permit. The staff currently consists of Weber and
Nancy Lee. Weber previously served as director of
the MSU/ UT Joint University Center. Miss Lee , also
a veteran of the MSU/ UT Joint University Center,
most recently worked in the Continuing Education
information center on the main campus, handling the
telephone information line (454-2700).
The telephone information service is now a part of
the Adult and Continuing Education Resource
Center operation , and at this time of year, accounts
for a great deal of its workload . Schedule and
registration information pertaining to Continuing
Educcµion programs is available through this
service, as well as advice and referrals for individual
situations. Paramount in Weber's list of duties at this
point is pre-admission counseling those individuals.
Office hours for the Center are designed to serve
the part-time continuing education student. With
the help of students and volunteer time from other
continuing education staff, the center hopes to have
someone on duty during evening and weekend
hours when classes are in session .
Material listing program offerings at neighborhood
institutions will be accumulated and maintained , so
that, in a case where Memphis State does not offer a
program to meet the student's needs, the Center will
be able to tell him where he can find it. Weber, who
hopes to maintain close contact with his
counterparts at the other institutions, calls this
aspect of the Adult Resource Center " Continuing
Communication ."
Program planning will include re-entry seminars,
designed for those people who would like to continue
their education but are unsure and perhaps a little
frightened about beginning. These programs will tell
participants what the University has to offer, how to
take the first step in getting back in to school , and
what to expect as a student. Assistance in the form of
testing , evaluating , study habits and other aspects
may also be included in the programming .
The primary goal of the new Center is to remain
flexible to the needs of the part-time adult student.
Weber is seeking ideas and suggestions in making
long-range plans to serve these people, and will
welcome any such calls or letters.
The Adult Resource Center is currently housed
along with Continuing Education's Extended
Programs division in room 265 of the Administration
Building , telephone 454-2700 .

1962

CLA~
NOTE:S
1926
HERBERT L. GRILLS is a
retired Air Force major general ,
living in San Antonio , Tex.

1934
Dr. COLIN F. VORDER
BRUEGGE has retired as the
former commanding general of
Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, Washington, D.C .

PATRICIA HOLLOHAN and her
husband JACK ('71) have just
returned from a year at Stanford
University in California, and are
living in Morgantown, W. Va.
Dr. BYRON W . SMITH is a
pediatric hematologist with
Children's Hospital in Oakland,
Calif.

1963
Dr. HARRIS B.
HOLLINGSWORTH and his
wife, Nancy, are living in
Greenville , Tex. , where Harris
is in general surgery practice .

1950
WILLIAM F. HOPPER has
received his doctorate in
education from St. Louis
University.

1952
ROBERT R. WATKINS and
WILLIAM H. WATKINS ('67) ,
have formed the certified public ·
accounting firm of Watkins and
Watkins, Memphis.

1953
JOE W . DALTON is organist
and minister of music at
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church ,
Decatur, Ga.

1956
LOUIS A. WYNNE Jr. is a
senior professional sales
representative for Smith , Kline
and French Laboratories, West
Henrietta, N.Y.

1957
Col. WINE . DePOORTER is
stationed in Germany at
Headquarters USAFE, as
director of operational
requirements.

Dr. LESLIE S. SCRUGGS JR.
is an assistant professor of
finance at Memphis State. He
and his wife , Diane , and their
daughter, Katherine, live in
Marion , Ark.

1964

McGLADE ALLEN
HOLLOWAY teaches mass
media and media production at
Leon High School ,
Tallahassee, Fla.
DON MARTIN is the southern
regional sales manager for
Baxter Laboratories and is
living in Marietta, Ga.
CLYDE MIDDLETON has
retired from NASA in Houston,
and is working as a real estate
broker specializing in
investment property and
property management in the
California Beach cities area.

1965
CAROL P. BELL is a fifth grade
teacher at Colonial Elementary
School , Memphis
DON FREEMAN has been
named public relations officer
with the Mississippi, Arkansas,
Tennessee Council of
Governments/ Memphis
Development District.
JULIA DUKE GALORDI is
teaching at Ridgeway
Elementary School in
Memphis. Her husband
FRANK ('70) is a senior
marketing manager for Polaroid
Corp.
ELVIS KEE is art director for
Holigraphics, a division of
Holiday Press of Memphis.

GORDON C. FIALA has been
promoted to assistant
promotion development
manager with S. C. Johnson
and Sons Inc., Racine, Wis.
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1958
JUDY GRAINER KEISLING ,
and her husband, Ray, are part
owners of a photography lab in
Detroit. They are living in
Monroe, Mich., with their five
children.

1961
RUSSELL H. STRAUSS is
teaching at St. Louis Parochial
School , Memphis. His wife
MIRIAM ('64) is teaching with
the Shelby County Board of
Education .

Clas1t

Name
~ddres"'
City

State

7ip

Any "Class Notes" news on yourself?

-
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DON HAYS has been promoted
to technical planning
coordinator with the Agricultural
Division of Ciba-Geigh Corp.,
Greensboro, N.C . He and his
wife, Judy Lee, have three
children .

1966
RAY DAVIS is a specialist in
investments and commercial
properties with Jess Holt Realty
and Auction , Columbia, Tenn .
His wife, Pat, is a doctor at
Columbia Pediatric Center.
GAYLE POIRIER DeMAREE is
head of the Learning Media
Center at MSU 's Brister Library.
She is married to Dr. Conrad R.
Kracht, MSU associate
professor of office
administration .

1967
DON HUSTON is president of
Sales Education Institute of
Memphis. He was recently
elected vice president and
director of the National
Speakers Association. He is
also national director of Pi
Sigma Epsilon , sales fraternity,
and a director of Sales and
Marketing Executives of
Memphis.
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JULIE G. JOHNSON has
completed requirements for her
doctorate at Indiana University,
and is assistant professor of
Spanish at the University of
North Carolina, Asheville.
BRUCE KIMMELL, and his
wife, the former ANN E.
STREITER ('68), are living in
Austin, Tex. , with their two
children, Leslie, 4, and Gregory,
6 months.
Capt. NEWTON C . MYERS, II,
and his wife, PAMELA ('69), are
living in England, where
Newton is chief of the Air Force
equal opportunit_ies office.
·CAROL PIKE RAGGHIANTI is
operating a one woman
advertising design studio in
Dallas, Tex.
PATRICIA ANN WEST has
received a doctorate in
sociology from St. Louis
University. She is a research
associate in the department of
psychiatry at Washington
University School of Medicine,
St. Louis.
JOE A. YOUNG is working on
his doctorate in educational
psychology at Southern Illinois
University. He was recently
recognized for outstanding
achievement when he received
the "Order of the Scroll." His
wife, JOYCE, is finishing her
course work toward a doctorate
in career counseling. She is
employed in an administrative
position at Southern Illinois.

1968
ANOLA CRUNK is a field
supervisor with the department
of public welfare in Memphis.
Her husband, JAMES ('70), is
sales manager of Alex Katz
Chevy-Olds, Hernando, Miss.
ELIZABETH B. LOFTON
received her master's degree in
education last year, and is the
librarian at Collierville
Elementary School, Collierville,
Tenn.
Dr. DONALD E. MEIER is a
resident surgeon at Parkland
Hospital in Dallas. He and his
wife, Patsy, are the parents of
two daughters.
DONNASUEMUNSEYhu
been named campaign
coordinator for Memphis City
Council candidate W . J.
Michael Cody.

ALLAN M. O 'NEAL Jr. is
director of the Bear Creek
Watershed Environmental
Education Project. He and his
wife, the former AVA AVERILLE
('69), and son Brian, 1, are living
in Russellville, Ark.
Dr. MARVIN E. RAY has been
appointed head of the
department of accounting and
finance at Valdosta State
College, Valdosta, Ga. He and
his wife Vicki, have a 5 year-old
daughter, Karen.
R. V. VENEZIA is region vice
president for Libby's, San
Mateo, Calif.

1969
DENNIS J. CHOMICKI is a
secret service agent in
Washington, D.C. He and his
wife, June, are living in Lanham,
Md., and have a daughter Mary
Jo, 4.
HENRY W . DAVIS is an
assistant product sales
manager with Humko Products,
Memphis.
J. PRESTON HESTER is
working as a district field
representative for Procter and
Gamble, Atlanta.
1st Lt. EDWARDS. OWENS
and his wife, Shirley, have been
transferred to Offut AFB, Neb.,
where he is serving as a
member of the civil engineering
detail at SAC headquarters.
JANICE E. SCHWANKE is
substitute teaching physical
education in the Rice Lake
School System, Rice Lake,
Wis.
ANN SMITH UTTERBACK is a
doctoral assistant at Southern
Illinois University teaching
speech and working on her
doctorate in speech and film.
JULIANA WARING is working
with the U.S. Geological Survey
in Caspar, Wyo.
JOHN WILCOX is a production
manager for Hoerner Corp., a
container plant in Birmingham .

1970
VINCENT AQUILINE is a
booking agent with the Program
Corp. of America. He books
lectures at colleges and
universities throughout the U.S.
and Canada, and is living in Mt.
Vernon, N.Y.

J. LAWRENCE BARNETT is an
assistant district counsel with
the St. Louis District Corps of
Engineers. He is married to the
former KAY WILLIAMS ('71 ), a
counselor with the Career
Development Center in St.
Louis.
JOSEPH CURLEY is living in
Caribou, Maine, where he is
director of youth activities at
Loring AFB, Maine.
J. LYNETTE GABRYLUK is a
graphic artist in the advertising
and sales promotion
department of General Electric
Co., Stamford, Conn.
BRUCE L. GREEN is vice
president of Fox Realty and
Insurance Co., Arlington, Va.
STEVE JAGGARD and his
wife, Marilyne, are living in
Denver, where Steve is working
with Grubb and Ellis Co., a
commerical and industrial real
estate firm.

1971
ROBERT L. CHILDERS is
practicing law with the Memphis
firm of James F. Schaeffer.

DAVID FLEENOR is employed
in the comptroller's department
of Owen 's Illinois Inc., Forest
Products Division, Toledo ,
Ohio . His wife, JULIANN, is a
graduate assistant at the
University of Toledo, where she
is working on a doctoral degree.
JUDITH KOFOSKY FIELDS is
living in Hollywood, Fla., with
her husband, Dr. Allan Fields,
and they have one daughter.
Capt. RICHARD C. JONES is
stationed at Whiteman AFB,
Mo., and expects to be
transferred to the Philippines in
January.
ALAN LONG is the assistant
sporting goods and automotive
supply buyer with Sterling
Stores, Inc., Little Rock.
MICHAEL W. LONG is sales
manager for the Blue Hole
Canoe Co., Sunbright, Tenn .
CAROLYN BRADLEY
MATHENY is teaching at
Antilles Elementary School on
Ft. Buchanan Army Post, Old
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Her
husband, Dr. Harvey Matheny,
is chief of dental service at the

The Highland Hundred plans many
activities to aid the fighting tigers,
and this is your opportunity to be part
of it. We want to make Memphis
State's Football team to be the best
supported football club in the country. Memberships in the Highland
Hundred are open to both local and
out of town tiger supporters. The cost
per membership is $35.00 and entitles the member to attend all
,:neetings, receive a weekly newsletter and be a part of all activities
in support of Memphis State's fine
football team.
~

San Juan Out Patient Clinic,
U.S. Public Health Service.
RICHARD J . PLACE has been
promoted to senior loss control
representative for the Hartford
Insurance Group's Mid-South
regional office in Memphis.
IRA E. WEINSTOCK is a claims
examiner with the New York
state department of labor and is
a doctoral candidate in political
science at the New School for
Social Research, New York.
PHYLLIS J. WHITE is a feature
writer and columnist for the
Nashville Banner.
ROBERT L. WILSON has been
appointed director for the St.
Louis district of the Holiday Inn
Food and Lodging Division .
ROBERT B. WOOD Jr. has
been named new project
coordinator in the Grain
Division of Cook Industries,
Inc., Memphis.

1972
Lt. DENNIS B. CRAIG is a pilot
instructor at Craig AFB, Selma,
Ala.
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JAMES H. MANN received his
juris doctorate degree in May
from Southern Methodist
University Law School. He is
now associated with the
George Thompson law firm,
Fort Worth, Tex.
WILLIAM F. MOORE Jr. has
received his CPA certificate and
opened an office in Holly
Springs, Miss.
BRUCE T. OGILVIE is
employed by Anchor Hocking
Glass Corp., Lancaster, Ohio.
CECELIA 0 . QUINN is
teaching in the social science
department of South Carolina
State College, Orangeburg,
S.C.
SHIRLEY LITTLE SHERMAN
is•employed in the art
department of Richards
Manufacturing Co. , Memphis.
H. ALLEN SCOTT Jr. and his
wife, the former MARSHA
McCOMMON ('73), are living in
Cincinnati, where Allen is an
environmental engineer with A.
M. McKinney Inc. , consulting
engineers. Marsha is employed
In the corporate insurance
department of Federated
Department Stores, Inc.
DAVID L. SIMS has received a
master of science degree in
communications from the
University of Tennessee. He is
presently director of public
information for the East
Arkansas Regional Mental
Health Center at Helena. His
wife, the former CAROL
BRYANT ('73), teaches for the
Helena-West Helena Public
School System.
DONALD E. WHITAKER is
employed in research and
development with ITT in Milan
Tenn . He has one son, Mark '
Edward, born Dec. 27.
JOHNNY E. WILLIAMS is
athletic director and basketball
coach at Ohio Valley Junior
College, Parkersburg, W. Va.
MARGARET KESSLER WITT
is employed as a psychologist
at Bryce Hospital, Tuscaloosa,
Ala.

1973
CANDACE A. HALE, a
Memphis policewoman, was
named one of the 1975
outstanding officers by the
Memphis and Shelby County
Bar Association during Law
Day Activities in May. She was
cited for her off duty work with
youth in the North Precinct's
public relations program .
ELLEN ISAACMAN is art
director for university
publications at the University of
Mississippi, Oxford .
BETTY JEAN JACKSON is the
secretary to the business
management representative for
Cadillac Motor Car Division
Memphis. She and her
'
husband , Lonnie, have one
son, Lonnie, Ill.
WIN LAGARD is a cost analyst
with Hewitt-Robins Inc., a
division of Litton Industries,
Passaic Park, N.J. He and his
wife, Janice, are living in
Garfield, N.J.
DAN LANGDON is manager of
Winston Network Advertising
Agency, Columbus, Ohio.
DALE NOLEN is a kindergarten
teacher at Rozelle Elementary
School, Memphis.
LYNDA BENE PRIDY is a
special education teacher for
the Memphis City School
System .
Capt. JIM SAVAGE is the local
prosecutor, chief of criminal law
and claims judge advocate at
the U.S. Army Legal Services
Center in Heidelberg,
Germany. He also teaches a
real estate and insurance
course for the overseas Branch
of the City Colleges of Chicago .
BOB SCHIAVONE is art
director for Media Printing Co .,
Hialeah, Fla.
RICHARD SELLERS is a
Peace Corps volunteer in
Nepal.
LOREN L. SMITH is outdoor
recreation specialist for the
Fairbanks North Star Borough,
Fairbanks, Alaska.

1974
PEGGY ALLEN is employed by
Allen Blind and Drapery,
Memphis.
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BRICE MOORE Jr. is assistant
manager for Sears catalog
order store in Clarksdale , Miss.,
where he and his wife, the
former DONNA ADAMS ('68)
live with their daughter,
Lindsey.
ROBERT L. VEAZEY is
attending graduate school at
the University of Illinois.
JERRY R. WARD is a staff
nurse at Veterans Hospital,
Memphis.
KEITH H. WOOTEN is terminal
plant engineer for Phillips
Pipeline, East St. Louis, Ill.

BIRTHS
John Robert Dunham was born
May 10 to ROBERT ('70) and
SUZANNE ('71) DUNHAM ,
Memphis.
Claire Elizabeth Mccorkle was
born April 6 to JEAN ('72) and
David McCORKLE, Memphis.
Laura Ann Thies was born May
6 to WAYNE D. ('72) and Linda
THIES, Memphis.
Drew Stephen Turner was born
March 3 to CARREL and
BETTY (ADAIR) TURNER
('68), Memphis.
Emily Colleen White was born
Nov. 20 to PAULA ('72) and
Sam WHITE, Seneca, S.C.

MARRIAGES
VICKI BREWER ('74) to Mike
Keas, March 15, Memphis.
GAIL BRUCE ('7 4) to HAROLD
QUICK ('75), May 17,
Memphis.
RICHARD K. TOLAND ('74) to
LINDA WATSON ('75), June 21,
Memphis.

DEATHS
ARTHUR L. BINFORD ('72),
Memphis.
LUCENE BEST ('33),
Memphis.
THOMAS C. BRINDLEY ('37),
Memphis.
JOHN L. CARLSON ('70),
Memphis.
CHARLEY B. COUCH JR.
('68), Memphis.
EDWARD Y. EMBREE ('64),
Memphis.
N. C. JAMISON (University of
Memphis) , Memphis.
Mrs. FLORENCE McDONALD
('61 ), Covington, Tenn.

(SMITH YEARS continued)
SOME PEOPLE TODAY SAY THAT WAS
PROBABLY ONE OF THE REASONS THAT YOU
RESIGNED . DO YOU AGREE?
" I wouldn 't have resigned then , if I hadn't gotten a
better Job. I had two more years I could have stayed.
It helped me make up my mind. You see, I got this
new Job. I became the first regional representative
of the U.S. Office in Atlanta.
AND SO YOU DIDN 'T HAVE TO RETIRE AT 67
IN THIS JOB?
" I could have stayed on until now. I could have
stayed until I was 80 years-old under the federal
regulations. I made more money than I made being
president. I would have stayed on in Atlanta but my
wife (the former Linda Dunn) became ill and we
moved back (to Memphis). "
LET'S TALK ABOUT ATHLETICS WHEN YOU
WERE AT MEMPHIS STATE. WHAT WAS THE
STATUS OF THE SPORTS PROGRAM WHEN
YOU CAME IN AS PRESIDENT?
" None, none at all. "
WHAT WERE THE DEVELOPMENTS?
" Well, I hadn't been there very long before a group
of students came in and wanted to start football
even that fall. I hadn 't much more than warmed 'my
chair unt1l ,;ercy Roberts, I don 't know if you know
Percy . ..
I DON'T KNOW HIM, BUT l'VE MET HIM.
" Well, he was in that group that came in and sat in
my office there and wanted a football team. I said ,
'Well , boys , we can 't have a football team . We don't
have a stadium . We don 't have equipment. We don't
have a coach. We don 't have anything. ' I didn't
convince them we couldn't do something about it,
but I slowed them down some ."
WAS THAT ABOUT 1947 or 1948?
" That was 1946. I hadn 't any more than warmed
my seat until here they came. I called Dr.
Humphreys. You see , I knew Dr. Humphreys. He'd
been on the staff, but I was responsible for hiring
him In 1937 before I left to go to Nashville. Zach
Curlin was the football coach and he had one or two
outside assistants, but they weren 't doing much
good . I was on the athletic committee when I was
dean , and President (John W .) Brister became
somewhat disturbed and wanted to improve the
football program . He told us to look around and
recommend somebody to come in and take over.
" Up at Martin, they had a wonderful little team
and a fellow by the name of Derryberry, who
'
,
succeeded me as president up at Cookeville, was
the head coach. A young fellow by the name of
Sonny Humphreys was his assistant. So the athletic
committee decided to recommend Everett Derryberry
a~ the new coach . He was a Rhodes Scholar, a fine
student , and President Brister had him down for an
interview and almost hired him .
" In the meantime , a friend of mine from up in Paris
(Tennessee) came to my office. He was a book

salesman. He said he had heard about what we
were planning to do and said, 'Jack, you're doing the
wrong thing. You 're hiring the wrong man at Martin.
Sonny Humphreys is the man who is really
responsible for that fine team and you ought to hire
him instead of Everett DeBerry.' Well, I told the other
boys on the committee and we decided to look into it.
We inquired around and found out that Sonny was
really the man behind the team up there.'' ·
SO THAT'S HOW YOU FIRST BECAME
ACQUAINTED WITH DR. HUMPHREYS?
"That's right. We brought him in the summer of
1937. Then, I left that fall and went to Nashville. But I
knew of him and when I came back here to the City
Board of Education , he was still out here as coach.
He was with the FBI when I came out here as
president, a local agent. So after Percy Roberts and
his group came in, I called Sonny and asked him if he
would be interested in coming out here as athletic
director and taking over the athletic program . I had
gotten Zach Curlin to agree to turn over the physical
education department and take the intramural
program . Sonny . .. told me he wouldn 't be
interested in it when I first called. He asked me what it
paid and I told him . It wasn 't mch. I guess it was
around $250 to $300 . Not over $300 a month I'm
sure. He wasn 't interested, so I kept looking ~round
to try and find somebody.
" Along about the first of December or January, he
called me, 'Is that job still open? I said, 'It sure is. I
haven't found anyone.' He said , 'I'd like to come out
and talk to you about it.' So he came out and told me
the FBI was supposed to transfer him somewhere
and he didn'twantto leave Memphis, and if I still had
that job open he'd take it. So he came out in January
of 1947 and started reorganization .
" Then about the middle 1950's, I guess, . . . no
early 1950's . . . I recognized the potential he had . I
told him that at my age I wasn 't going to be around
here much longer, and he ought to go on and get his
doctorate. He took to me , and started at NYU (New
York University). He would go up there in the
sum~ers and several quarters, and just dragged it
out. Finally, one day he just quit and said he wasn 't
going back any more. I almost fired him . Oh , I didn't
do that, but I really read him out. I told him he was just
foolish , and he just had to go back and get that
degree because he ought to be the next president.
He did it.' '
SO YOU PICKED HIM TO BE YOUR
SUCCESSOR?
" The_n I left and went to Atlanta. Nobody knew I
was going to retire. I just went up to Nashville one
Monday morning . I got Virginia Vickery to write my
letter of resIgnatIon , and took it to the Commissioner
of Education , who was chairman of the board (State
Board of Education) . Went up there and turned it in.
He (the commissioner) said , 'Well, Jack, I was afraid
you were _going to do something like this. I guess I will
JUSI appoint Mr. (Lamar) Newport acting president
since he took over when you took a leave of absence
(continued next page)
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to go to Nashville as Commissioner of Education .' I
said, 'Newport's a fine fellow and he'll do a good job,
but I hope you 'll reconsider and appoint Dr.
Humphreys. He has his doctorate and has been my
assistant all these years and he knows what needs
to be done.'
" So Joe Morgan changed his mind, he's now
president of Austin Peay, and designated him (Dr.
Humphreys) as acting president until the board met
and selected a new president. "
SO YOU REALLY GROOMED DR.
HUMPHREYSALLTHOSEYEARSTOBECOME
PRESIDENT?
" Yes, I did, and he made a good one."
MR. SMITH, WHEN YOU WERE PRESIDENT
WERE YOU TERRIBLY BUDGET MINDED?
'
" Very much so. "
WOULD YOU SAY YOU WERE A PENNY
PINCHER?
" Had to be . I had to be because we didn 't have any
money. You see this extra money didn't become
available until 1962 or 1963 and thereafter. I think the
budget the first year I was out here was about
$140,000. That was all the state gave us. I had to be
a penny pincher."
DO YOU REMEMBER THE TIME RALPH
HATLEY AND BILLY MURPHY CAME INTO YOUR
OFFICE TO ASK FOR A RAISE?
" I don 't remember the details of that story, but
Ralph Hatley tells it that Billy wanted him to do the
approach . They talked to Sonny and tried to get him
to come over and get a raise and Sonny wouldn't do
it. So they came over. Ralph says that Billy tried to
get him to approach me on it and Ralph wouldnt' do
it, so Billy took it on himself. I don 't remember what I
told them ."
RUMOR HAS IT THAT BILLY ASKED FOR THE
RAISE AND YOU LEANED BACK IN YOUR CHAIR
AND SAID, "BILLY, YOU AREN'T GOING TO GET
IT. " TO THIS MR. HATLEY SAID, " BILLY, I TOLD
YOU WE SHOULDN'T HAVE COME IN HERE. "
" I think that's right. That's a true story. They don't
come any better than Ralph and Billy. "
MR. SMITH, SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT YOU'RE
AN INDIVIDUAL THAT PRESENTS A GRUFF
EXTERIOR, BUT UNDERNEATH THAT
EXTERIOR, YOU ARE REALLY A VERY
KIND-HEARTED MAN. WOULD YOU AGREE
WITH THAT EVALUATION?
" Oh , I was a pretty rough administrator. I grew up
under the old idea that the administrator is the boss.
He's the leader. That was my conception of an
administrator."
DO YOU THINK YOU WERE TOUGH ON YOUR
FACULTY?
" Pretty tough ."
I UNDERSTAND THAT ONE OF YOUR
CLOSEST FRIENDS IS ANDY HOLT, FORMERLY
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
TENNESSEE SYSTEM. HOW DID YOU COME TO
KNOW HIM?
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" Let me give you this story. When I was a senior at
Memphis State, I got a scholarship to go to Peabody
to get my master's degree. Well, Mr. Brister had
dismissed the principal of the Campus School. They
couldn't get along . They were all the time arguing . So
the position was open and I was leaving Peabody.
Andy came in here from Milan, Tennessee, and was
hunting for a job. He happened in here at the time
that job was available, but he didn't have much
experience and Mr. Brister wasn't very confident in
what he could do. But he hired him as principal of the
Training School the year I was at Peabody doing this
graduate work. Mr. Brister had promised me the job if
I would go on and get my master's degree. So Andy
was principal of the Training School, now it's the
Campus School. When I came home to take the job,
Mr. Brister moved Andy up to the college as a visitor,
. .. high school inspector in West Tennessee ... I
think we called them , . . . and that's how I gotto know
him. He stayed on there until I went up to the college
as dean, and he had his desk there in my office. So
we were very close. "
AS PRESIDENT OF MEMPHIS STATE, WHAT
WAS YOUR PHILOSOPHY ABOUT YOUR JOB?
" I was always very conscious of the responsibility
of the faculty, and all of us, to the students. I was very
much oriented in that direction. I wanted the students
to get a fair shake , and I probably leaned to that side
of the administration more than any other president. I
was conscious of keeping a happy and satisfied
student body . I tried and did a pretty good job, I think.
I was always proud of my relationship with the
students. "
YOU WERE AT MEMPHIS STATE AS A
STUDENT, AS DEAN AND THEN PRESIDENT.
NOW THAT YOU CAN LOOK BACK, HOW DO
YOU FEEL ABOUT WHAT THE UNIVERSITY HAS
ACCOMPLISHED AND WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SEE IT ACCOMPLISH?
" It has served as an opportunity for thousands of
young people to get a university education that they
never would have gotten because they didn't have
the money to go away from home. And the fact that it
is local and they can come part-time, drop out and
then come back. Do it piecemeal. That's the
wonderful thing about this school here. I don 't know
that I would change anything. I like the idea that
President (Billy M.) Jones has instituted of making
more education available to more people. That was
shown in my early efforts through the Evening
Division ."
IF YOU WERE PHYSICALLY ABLE NOW,
WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME PRESIDENT
AGAIN?

" I have not interested myself in the activities of the
college because I, first, didn't want to appear to be
meddling ; and , second , I couldn't do it now. It has
moved out beyond my abilities."
WHAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING YOUR
ADMINISTRATION ARE YOU MOST PROUD?
" Gaining university status. Along with that I would
put Dr. Humphreys' succeeding me as president. "
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Alumni Association
And Their Immediate Families
DEPARTING MEMPHIS
NOVEMBER 23, 1975

For 4 Nights in the Brightest
Entertainment Center in the World!

$219

plus 15% tax and services
per person , double occupancy

Join the wheeler-dealers in a neon world where
the greatest names in show business twinkle like
stars in the night. You'll be living in the lap of
luxury at the world famous Riviera Hotel. At the
least your room is luxurious, at the most truly
opulent.
By day Las Vegas is a sportsman's holiday with golf, swimming
and tennis available . For the less energetic, perhaps a stroll
around town with an eye to the many shops and boutiques that
line the fabulous strip .
At night get into the act yourself at the lavish gaming casinos. Try
your hand at blackjack, roulette, keno .. . or give the old one-arm
bandits a whirl.
------~-_i::::::c.......1-.L..:.U,jl..\
All through your stay you'll be dazzled by the
entertainment. The Riviera features only the best
in the show business world of Hollywood, TV
and Broadway. Wherever you go .. . whatever
you do .. . Las Vegas is the vacationtown for
everyone . Don't miss out. You'll never be the same.
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HERE'S WHAT'S
INCLUDED!

• Round trip jet flights
via American Airlines
with food and beverages served aloft
Reserve now ... Space is Limited!
• Deluxe accommodations at the fabulous
Memphis State University Alumni Association
Riviera Hotel
P.O. Box 81400
Memphis, Tennessee 38111
• Breakfasts every
(901) 454-2701
morning
• One complete nightclub show {with
Enclosed please find $ _ _ _ as deposit □ as payment
in full □ for _ _ number of persons , Make check or money
three complimentary drinks)
order payable to: LAS VEGAS CARNIVAL.
•
Transfers
between hotel and airport
$251.85 complete, including tax and services. Price based
on double occupancy . $100 minimum deposit per person .
• Luggage handling {tips included)
Final payment due 45 days prior to departure. Please print,
• Hotel and airport taxes
and if more than one couple , attach a separate list with
• AITS staff in your
complete information as below .
hotel
FULL NAME(S) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
• Optional tours af
STREET_ _ _ _ __ _ _ PHONE (
low Carnival prices
• Pre-registration
CITY
STATE _ _ __ _
ZIP _ _ _ __
(rio waiting In hotel
DEPARTURE CITV _ _
M...c.
EM
c.cP__.:.H.:..clS=---- - DEPARTURE DATE N'oV. 23,1975
llnes)
□ Single occupancy (if individual and not a single) ,
name of person sharing room _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
• NO REGIMENTATION
□ Ch eck here if you prefer smok ing section of plane.
{Your time Is your
Return this reservation immediately to assure space . Reservations limited . Rates are based
own!)
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on double occupancy. Single rates are $60 complete. Tour prices are based on rates and
tariffs in effect as of the dates printed herein . AITS reserves the right to adju st tour prices in
even t of rate and tariff changes over wh ich it has no control.

Homecoming
1975
Oct.11

Memphis State vs. Southern Mississippi
Alumni Association Pre-Game Party
Memphis Memorial Stadium. 730 pm.
Party Tickets $5
530 prnto7prn
Pipkin Building. Mid-South F airgrounds
For Reservations Call 901 454-2701

THE COLUMNS
Box 81400
Memphis State University
Memphis, Tennessee 38152
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